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Research Papers

Inequality Aversion, Self-Interest and Oneness: A Ugandan Lab-in-the-Field Experiment
Job Market Paper

The amount we give often depends on whom we are giving to. Indeed, the closer our connection to
others the more we might be willing to give. However, the impact of social connectedness on giving
behaviour is typically ignored by economic models. To address this, this paper proposes a utility function
which intertwines preferences relating to oneness (the closeness of connection to others) with inequality
aversion and self-interest. This model is tested using behaviour observed in an incentivised lab-in-the-field
experiment in Uganda (n=156). The modified three-person dictator game used provides a a rich dataset
(54 rounds). This allows for the estimation of individual-level preferences and explicit modelling of ‘noise’
in decision-making. Results show that oneness has large and significant effects on giving; with distinctions
between self-other and between-other trade-offs emerging. Giving behaviour is found to be complex and
extensively heterogeneous, yet, the model proposed explains and fits the observed behaviour well.

Estimating and Decomposing Conditional Average Treatment Effects: The Smoking Ban in England
with Tim Doran and Richard Cookson

We develop a practical method for estimating and decomposing conditional average treatment effects using
locally-weighted regressions. We illustrate with an application to the smoking ban in England using a
regression discontinuity design, based on Health Survey for England data. We estimate average treatment
effects conditional on socioeconomic status and decompose these effects by smoking location. Results show,
the ban had no effect on the level of active smoking, but significantly reduced average exposure to second-
hand smoke among non-smokers by 1.38 hours per week. Our method reveals a complex relationship
between socioeconomic status and the effect on passive smoking. Decomposition analysis shows that these
effects stem primarily from exposure reductions in pubs, but also from workplace exposure reductions for
high socioeconomic status individuals.

Giving to Varying Numbers of Others
with John Bone.

We test the extent to which giving behaviour changes as the number of recipients increases. Using a
modified N-person dictator game, in an incentivised laboratory experiment, individual-level preference
parameters are estimated within five alternative utility functions. The goodness-of-fit and predictive accu-
racy of each model are analysed, while noise in decision-making is explicitly modelled with the Dirichlet
distribution. Results show that the number of recipients significantly affects aggregate giving behaviour;
but individual behaviour is complex and extensively heterogeneous. We show this behaviour can be well
explained, fit and predicted, through estimating individual-level preferences, identifying the ‘best’ models
and formally modelling noise.

Eliciting the Level of Health Inequality Aversion in England
with Miqdad Asaria, Richard Cookson, Aki Tsuchiya and Shehzad Ali.

Health inequality aversion parameters can be used to represent alternative value judgements about policy
concern for reducing health inequality versus improving total health. In this study, we use data from an
online survey of the general public in England (n = 244) to elicit health inequality aversion parameters for
both Atkinson and Kolm social welfare functions. We find median inequality aversion parameters of 10.95
for Atkinson and 0.15 for Kolm. These values suggest substantial concern for health inequality among the
English general public which, at current levels of quality adjusted life expectancy, implies weighting health
gains to the poorest fifth of people in society six to seven times as highly as health gains to the richest
fifth.
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